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order to get rid of his sense of guilt he confessed to
his grandma about a fortnight after he had told the
untruth. When asked why he confessed he replied
that he thought it was right to do so and that
afterwards his conscience was clear and he was a
much happier boy. But the subject of confession
must be referred to on a later page.

(c) Death and physical pain from design.

Death or bodily suffering result from design when
a person deliberately takes his own life or injures
himself, or his life is taken or his body injured wilfully
by another, whether acting in an individual capacity,
as in the case of murder, or as representing a com-
munity, as in the case of war or of legal execution.
Examples will readily occur to the mind, and here
again the death or other consequence may be the
result of sin proceeding from the heart of one or more
of those concerned. Had Bill Sikes not been hanged
by accident he would most likely have been executed
for the protection of the community as a consequence
of his sin as a murderer ; but the judge who pro-
nounced sentence would have concluded with the
words, " And may the Lord have mercy on your soul " ;
for our civil law possesses the virtue of placing, by
its very terms on such an occasion, the supreme
judgment and sentence in the hands of God.

Our teaching fails lamentably, because it does not
offer an adequate solution of the facts of life even as
far as the truth has been revealed to us, when we do
not point out unmistakably that not all distress of
mind and body and visitation of death is the con-
sequence of the sin of the individual concerned : that